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LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS 


Alaska The first Alaska state legislature, 
which convened January and adjourned 
April 16, voted $27.6 million general 
fund budget cover the first year 
operating costs under statehood. Other 
appropriations include $3.4 million for 
highways and approximately $250,000 for 
water and harbor facilities. surplus 
$3.6 million expected from the 1957-59 
budget voted the territorial legislature. 
Anticipated revenue during fiscal 1959-60 
totals $29.5 million. new taxes were 
imposed but the legislature extended state 
income taxation apply out-of-state 
businesses operating Alaska. permitted 
city councils and school boards levy local 
taxes any all three categories 
taxable items rents, sales and services. 
Any such tax must approved voters 
local option basis. 

The legislature created Alaska Inter- 
national Development Commission promote 
development resources shared western 
Canada and Alaska. established State 
Planning Commission and set procedures 
for the leasing mineral, oil, gas, grazing 
and other lands belonging the state, 
including tidelands. Other organizational 
measures provide for salary for the Governor- 
elect and authorize the Governor designate 
cabinet member the Secretary State 
event the elected Secretary State suc- 
ceeds the governorship during the regular 
term office. the offices Governor 
and Secretary State become vacant simul- 
taneously, the cabinet designate would become 
acting Governor until election, tobe held 
Within ninety days, fills the offices. 

enactment changing the primary elec- 
tion date from April August effect 
eliminated state presidential primary, 
party conventions will have met and nominated 
their candidates before August. The general 
election was moved from October November 

The legislature provided for transfer 
harbor funds temporary public works 
economically depressed areas. 


1959 No. 


increased workmen's compensation benefits 

and raised the minimum hourly wage from $1.25 
$1.50. Maximum monthly benefits depend- 

ent children were raised from $60 $80 

and old age pensioners from $90 
100. 

The Legislative Council was directed 
complete probate code, draft adoption 
and election codes, undertake ten-year 
study taxation, and draft legislation 
the use, lease and sale tidelands. The 
agency was also assigned study the 
extent which the state should assist 
school districts supporting public educa- 
tion and was directed explore the code, 
rules, physical facilities and administrative 
personnel the judiciary department. 


Connecticut The Connecticut legislature, 
which convened January and adjourned June 
adopted general fund budget $457 million 
and total budget $537 million for the 
coming biennium. authorized $346 million 
highway bond issue and another capital bond 
issue $57 million. Various license and 
registration fees were increased. The sales 
tax was extended include hotel and motel 
rooms and gas and electricity used for com- 
mercial heating. 

Organizational changes included creation 
Department Agriculture, Conservation 
and Natural Resources. The Civil Defense 
and Military Departments were merged. The 
Health Department was enlarged and provision 
was made for establishment within of- 
fices (1) Public Health, (2) Mental Retard- 
ation, and (3) Tuberculosis Control, Hospital 
Care and Rehabilitation. Department 
Consumer Protection was established assume 
responsibility for various regulatory func- 
tions. County government was abolished and 
the few remaining functions performed 
Connecticut counties were transferred 
the state. City, town and municipal courts 
were abolished, and new state Circuit Court 
was created, effective 

The legislature maintained state aid 
for education existing levels and author- 
ized bond issues some $20 million for 
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educational purposes. Among other measures 
reinstated provision requiring elementary 
teachers have five years' college training 
become eligible receive standard 
teaching certificate. Boards education 
were authorized establish community col- 
leges. 

The legislature forbad discrimination 
sale rental housing consisting 
five more units and authorized the Com- 
mission Civil Rights initiate investi- 
gations rather than act only complaints. 

Maximum unemployment compensation ben- 
efits were increased from $40 $45 week, 
and the maximum benefit period twenty-six 
weeks was increased thirty-nine during 
periods high unemployment. fire safety 
and industrial code was adopted, and provision 
was made for studies industrial safety 
and farm working conditions. 

Dealing with business regulation, the 
legislature increased limits amounts and 
terms home mortgages issued banks, 
liberalized the investing authority banks 
and insurance companies, imposed regulations 
for operation trading stamp companies and 
adopted the Uniform Commercial Code. 


Hawaii Hawaii's last territorial legis- 
lature appropriated $155 million for general 
spending the 1959-61 biennium, about 
$25.5 million above similar expenditures 
the current two-year period. $39.2 
million capital improvements program was 
approved, which $9.2 million was appropri- 
ated from the general fund. The remaining 
$30 million will financed bonds 
sold after the first state legislature raises 
Hawaii's debt limit modifies the long- 
term construction program. 

General fund appropriations provide pay 
raises for wide range government employ- 
ees. The Governor's salary was set $22,500 
year, compared with $19,000 for the territo- 
rial Governor. The new position Lieutenant 
Governor will have salary $19,000 
against $16,400 paid the Secretary 
Hawaii, office soon discontinued. 
The Attorney General's salary was raised from 
$14,000 $17,500 and the pay scale for 
Deputy Attorneys General and most top admin- 
istrative officers was raised per cent. 
Per diem allowance for legislators from Oahu, 
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the main island, was increased from $20 
$32.50 day and for legislators from the 
other islands from $30 $45 day. 

prepare for statehood the legisla- 
ture established committee study the 
reorganization Hawaii's government into 
not more than twenty departments, provided 
for the new state constitution. new 
downtown site Honolulu was voted for the 
state capitol, but funds were provided 
for construction. Another act provided for 
continuity state and local government 
sites other than those designated law. 
The office Reviser Statutes was estab- 
lished keep the state's law books 
date. 

The legislature raised maximum unemploy- 
ment payments from $35 $45 week and ex- 
tended the entitlement period from twenty 
twenty-six weeks. abolished separate 
unemployment program for agricultural workers 
and brought them under the Employment Security 
Act. antitrust bill was enacted replace 
present federal restrictions against contracts 
restraint trade, monopoly other prac- 
tices which tend fix prices lessen 
competition. The Hawaiian Land Development 
Authority was established with power con- 
demn certain kinds land for residential 
development order break large hold- 
ings and provide areas for housing. 


Minnesota The 1959 Minnesota legislature 
adjourned July concluding special session 
that convened April 25. The regular session 
had convened January and adjourned April 

Major action the special session in- 
cluded legislative reapportionment and tax 
measures produce $45.4 million new 
revenue. 

tax enactments the legislature raised 
the individual income tax per cent, 
yield $19.5 million; increased the corpo- 
ration tax from 7.3 per cent 9.3 per cent, 
produce $11.8 million; raised the cigarette 
tax from cents pack, for addi- 
tional $8.2 million; and increased the surtax 
liquor from per cent produce 
million. 

The special session provided for reappor- 
tionment legislative districts pop- 
ulation-only basis, effective with the 1962 
elections, and submitted constitutional 
amendment the voters permitting the area 
factor introduced into reapportionment 
the Senate following the 1970 census. 

During the regular session the legis- 
lature approved major to- 
taling $476.8 million. These were $68.2 
million for state departments $5.2 mil- 
lion over 1957 figures; $113.3 million for 
welfare more than $10 million; $292.7 


million for education $56 million in- 
crease; and $2.4 million for other state 
activities about the same 1957. 


The legislature repealed the presidential 
primary law and recodified most the state's 
laws. provided for reorganization 
the juvenile court system and created 
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State Department Corrections. Other meas- 
ures permit those convicted violating 
municipal ordinances appeal the District 
Court, with right jury trial, and allow 
defendant civil criminal case before 
Justice the Peace other "fee" judge 
demand transfer the trial salaried 
judge. 

The residence requirement for direct 
relief was reduced from two years 
The legislature provided for county welfare 
boards set child welfare programs 
carry out child protection, delinquency 
prevention and family assistance responsibil- 
ities. The boards were also directed make 
pre-commitment investigations persons 
being committed state mental hospitals 
determine financial circumstances, resi- 
dence qualifications and social history. 
interim commission was 
study the problems mentally retarded and 
gifted children. 

The legislature provided for recodi- 
fication highway laws and raised the 
required property liability insurance for 
automobile drivers from $2,000 $5,000. 

Provision was made for appointed, rather 
than elected, county Superintendents Ed- 
ucation. The Regents the University 
Minnesota, the State College Board and the 
State Board Education were requested 
create liaison committee coordinate 
future planning higher education. 


Oregon The 1959 Oregon legislature appro- 
priated $312.2 million for general spending 
for the 1959-61 biennium. Expected income 
estimated $313.8 million. 

help finance the general fund, sweep- 
ing changes were made the state's personal 
income tax structure. Deductions for federal 
tax payments were eliminated and the minimum 
and maximum state income tax rates were low- 
ered; these changes were bring about 
$12 million the biennium. interest 
levy per cent per month state income 
taxes paid quarterly will raise additional 
million. Changes the inheritance tax 
are expected produce another million. 
increase cents per fifth the 
price liquor state stores estimated 
yield million. 

The legislature established eleven 
member Fiscal Committee analyze budget 
needs and state agency spending and co- 
ordinate the activities nine legislative 
interim study committees. proposed consti- 
tutional amendment submitted the voters 
would permit the legislature revise the 
State constitution and submit the revision 
popular vote. 

The legislature set the term the Chief 
Justice the State Supreme Court six 
years and authorized the court engage 
temporiry judges reduce court backlogs. 
Three additional circuit judges and one new 
district judge were added the court system. 
Other legislation established new appellate 
code and uniform procedures for challenging 


Summer Issue 


STATE GOVERNMENT 


Articles Hawaii, soon become 
the Fiftieth State the Union, are 
among features the Summer issue 
State Government, which comes from the 
press mid-July. Governor William 
Quinn, Delegate John Burns, and Rob- 
ert Kamins present trio papers 
the Aloha State and the meaning 
statehood it. 

The genesis and early development 
the Council State Governments are 
described another article, Freder- 
ick Zimmermann, following introduct- 
ion Henry Toll, Founder and First 
Executive Director the Council, its 
Honorary President today. 

the same issue Sanger Powers 
Wisconsin and Jerome Robinson Mary- 
land present separate papers problems 
penology and criminal correction. 
Clayton Dekle Tennessee describes 
the restoration and repair that state's 
historic capitol. Articles Charles 
Ball and Carter McFarland deal with 
aspects, respectively, regional plan- 
ning and urban renewal. The journal 
concludes with fourteen-page survey 
legislation enacted legislatures 
that adjourned the early months 
1959. 

State Government published quar- 
terly the Council State Governments. 


criminal convictions. 

The legislature provided for establish- 
ment two-year community colleges local 
districts and created state scholarship 
commission standardize scholarship qual- 
ifications and screen applicants. School 
districts with more than twelve mentally 
retarded children capable receiving in- 
struction were required set programs 
for them 1964. Scholarships were estab- 
lished for teachers wanting additional train- 
ing qualify for instructing these children. 

highway matters the legislature adopted 
uniform traffic code and provided protection 
against uninsured motorists. Under the latter 
measure all companies writing automobile 
liability insurance are required include 
clause protecting the motorist and his heirs 
against financial loss from injury death 
caused uninsured motorist. 

number anti-discrimination measures 
were passed. Real estate salesmen and brokers 
were forbidden accept listings from owners 
imposing racial restrictions and were prohib- 
ited from refusing sell lease property 
anyone solely because race, color 
religion. Proof such discrimination would 
cause for revocation licenses. Discrim- 
ination because age was banned public 
and private employment and because blind- 
ness the hiring teachers. 

Other enactments established sanitary 
standards for farm labor camps, created 
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pilot program for educating children 
migrant farm workers, and authorized 
ing farm labor contractors. The session 
adopted new small boat regulations and rat- 
ified the Western Interstate Corrections 
Compact and the Interstate Compact Juv- 
eniles. 


South Carolina The 1959 annual session 
the South Carolina legislature adjourned 
May 22. General fund appropriations were 
$158 million, increase million over 
fiscal 1959. Increases for education account 
for most the difference. 

tax program was enacted yield 
additional $28 million annually general 
fund revenue. consists principally 
withholding system for personal income taxes, 
elimination $590 exemption for federal 
income tax payments, addition two new 
brackets the upper end the state income 
tax schedule and increased excise taxes. 
Excise action provided for additional 
cent per can beer, cents per pack 
cigarettes, per cent admissions tax 
most entertainment events and extension 
the per cent sales tax electricity, tele- 
phone, telegraph, dry cleaning and laundry 
charges. 

The Chief Justice the State Supreme 
Court was designated chief administrative 
officer all state courts. was author- 
ized transfer Circuit Justices from one 
assignment another needed, call 
additional terms court, assign more 
than one judge circuit and generally 
supervise the calendars trial courts. 

The minimum limits automobile liabil- 
ity coverage were doubled, $10,000 for 
injury toa single individual, $20,000 for 
fatality and $5,000 for property dam- 
age. $15 tax was levied uninsured driv- 
ers, effective 1961, the proceeds 
distributed the various insurance companies 
per policy basis finance coverage 
policy holders from damage uninsured 
drivers. The legislature enacted major 
revision driver license laws conform 
more closely with the Uniform Vehicle Code. 
Another measure authorized $6.5 million 
bond issue finance farm-to-market road 
construction program. 

The legislature ratified the Interstate 
Compact Mental Health and continued spe- 
cial committee study public and private 
mental health facilities and mental health 
laws. established seven member committee 
legislative and executive appointees 
study needs and problems the aging and 
report with recommendations the 
Other enactments provided for hospital- 
ization payments for persons welfare rolls 
from federal and state funds and revised the 
laws and procedures for licensing nurses. 

boat regulation and numbering law for 
vessels over horse power was enacted. 
new division the Wildlife Resources Depart- 
ment was established administer the law 
and numbering fee for three years was 
levied finance the program. 


CONSTITUTIONS 


Michigan Constitutional Amendments Mich- 
igan voters approved three constitutional 
amendments April election. One permits 
the legislature provide for prompt succes- 
sion the powers and duties public of- 
fices, pending elections, and adopt legis- 
lation for continuity state and local 
government emergency. The other two 
amendments change the name the governing 
body Michigan State University from the 
State Board Agriculture the Trustees 
Michigan State University and provide for 
Board Governors for Wayne State Univer- 
sity. 


Constitutional Convention Proposed Iowa 
bipartisan citizens' committee 
being formed publicize and work 
constitutional convention. Eighteen citizens 
have already been selected for the committee. 
Spearheading the movement for the committee 
Robert Johnson, executive assistant 
Governor Herschel Loveless. The Iowa 
constitution provides that each general 
election held year ending the 
question constitutional convention shall 
placed the ballot for the voters 
decide. majority those voting 
the question vote for convention, the 
legislature directed provide for the 
election delegates. has not hada 
constitutional conven tion for about100 
years. 


EDUCATION 


Bi-State Science Program The Colorado- 
Wyoming Academy Sciences will make avail- 
able next year high schools throughout 
the two states broad range lectures, 
demonstrations and seminars scientific 
subjects. The program financed 
$3,250 grant from the National Science Foun- 
dation. 

least forty scientists qualified 
conduct secondary school programs general 
specialized scientific interest will 
selected from the fields anthropology, 
bacteriology, chemistry, physics, plant sci- 
ence, psychology and zoology. When the list 
speakers panel discussions, demonstrators 
and science counselors compiled, will 
distributed all high schools the 
two states and schedule visits inter- 
ested schools will arranged. 

The program designed provide 
exchange knowledge and create closer 
relationship between qualified scientists 
the area and secondary science teachers and 
students. The foundation grant will cover 
travel costs for visiting scientists and 
operation the program. 


School Transportation The Maine Supreme 
Court has ruled that cities the state 
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cannot use public funds for transportation 


children private schools. The Court 
said that the legislature enacted 
properly worded enabling act for this purpose 
would constitutional but that the police 
powers municipality not provide legal 
basis for using public funds for this pur- 
pose. 


Higher Education Study Commissions 


report State Higher Education Study 
Commissions has been published the Council 
State Governments. includes summaries 
the organization, staff, activities and 
financing nineteen state higher educa- 
tion commissions which had studies prog- 
ress completed the spring 1958, 
The report available from the Council 
State Governments, 1313 East 60th Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois, $1.50. 


TRAFFIC SUPERVISION AWARDS 


California, Delaware, Maryland, North 
Carolina and Washington have received out- 
standing achievement awards from the Inter- 
national Association Chiefs Police for 
traffic supervision 1958. The awards, 
announced June 30, are based performance 
evaluations per cent higher, rated 
the police chiefs the Annual Inventory 
Traffic Safety Activities. The inventory 
administered the National Safety Council. 
Certificates achievement went Colorado, 
Michigan, New Jersey, New Mexico, South Car- 
and Virginia. These are awarded the 
basis per cent performance 
evaluations. 


THE AGING 


Citizens' Committee Aging Governor 
Hugo Aronson Montana has appointed 
twelve member citizens' Committee Problems 
Aging act liaison agency with the 
White House Conference Aging held 
1961. The group will collect facts 
the older population the state, inventory 
present resources for meeting needs the 
aging and develop recommendations the ear- 
fall 1960 the United States Depart- 
ment Health, Education and Welfare. The 
committee will have the assistance four 
administrative officials ex-officio members 
Dr. Robert Spratt, Superintendent 
the State Hospital; Vivian Burr, Director 
Public Assistance; Leif Fredericks, State 
Director Vocational Rehabilitation; and 
James Van Koten, Supervisor Special Appli- 
cant Services for the Unemployment Compensa- 
tion Commission. 


Texas Committee Aging Tne Texas legis- 
lature has adopted resolution continuing 
Special Committee Aging established 
the 1957 session. 


The resolution also 


requests the Governor appoint Inter- 
departmental Committee Aging coordinate 
the state's programs for the aged. 


MENTAL HEALTH 


Mental Deficiency Research Project re- 
search project determine whether mental 
deficiencies have biochemical basis 
being initiated the University Hawaii 
under one year $34,000 grant from the Nation- 
Institute Health. The full investiga- 
tion expected take five years. 

The study co-directed Dr. Laurence 
Snyder, President the University 
Hawaii, widely recognized geneticist, and 
Dr. Richard Lippman the California 
Institute Technology. Dr. Snyder will 
supervise work hereditary aspects and 
Dr, Lippman will concentrate biochemical 
factors. Dr. Elvira Goettsch, California 
Institute Technology pediatrician, al- 
ready conducting pilot study deficient 
children the Islands preparation for 
the main project. 

Dr. Snyder reported that Hawaii was cho- 
sen for the study because families the 
Islands tend remain there close geo- 
graphical proximity, whereas Mainland families 
are often scattered among the states. 


Loan Program for Psychiatry Students 
North Carolina loan program for medical 
students psychiatry under way. The 
first eleven students receiving $1,900 
year pursue psychiatric studies completed 
his initial training this spring. Recipients 
can repay loans working state hospitals 
$1,900 deducted for each year 
state service. 


JUVENILE COMPACT ADMINISTRATORS MEET 


The Association Juvenile Compact 
Administrators held its fourth annual meet- 
ing Swampscott, Massachusetts, June 3-4. 
Participants discussed various points which 
have arisen with respect use the compact 
including use federal funds for the return 
runaways. 

The administrators adopted resolution 
requesting the Council State Governments 
arrange for National Governors' Confer- 
ence Juvenile Delinquency; approved plan 
for collection statistics regarding use 
the compact; and agreed that consideration 
should given confinement juvenile 
parole and probation violators their home 
state. 

Whittier Day Minnesota was elected 
President the association for the coming 
year; Arthur Dozier Florida, Vice Pres- 
ident; and Luther Glass Virginia, 
Treasurer. Members the Executive Commit- 
tee addition the officers are Justin 
McCormick, Rhode Island; Herschel Saucier, 
Mississippi; Sears, Missouri; and 


John Schoemaker, Ohio. 
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AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 


nine man comnission has been appointed 
Idaho Governor Robert Smylie im- 
plement air pollution control law passed 
the 1959 legislature. The commission, 
administrative unit within the State Board 
Health, authorized develop compre- 
hensive program prevent and control all 
sources air pollution the state. During 
debate the bill legislators recognized 
that, although air pollution was now problem 
only few areas, the establishment 
guide lines was important order prevent 
excessive pollution future industrial de- 
velopment. The commission comprises repre- 
sentatives agriculture, labor, mining and 
chemical industries, forestry, cities, the 
University Idaho, the Board Health and 
the public large. 


BUSINESS LICENSING 


Massachusetts Program Beginning January, 
1960, Massachusetts real estate brokers and 
salesmen will subject state licensing 
requirements. Legislation adopted previously, 
and amended this year, will establish five 
member licensing board composed three 
persons the real estate business and two 
representing the general public. Persons 
working brokers salesmen prior 
January 1960 will receive licenses with- 
out examination. The law provides for written 
examinations for those seeking licenses after 
that date, prohibits certain practices, au- 
thorizes the board conduct investigations 
and provides for revocation licenses for 
violations. The Rhode Island legislature 
also has provided for licensing real estate 
brokers and salesmen. (State Government News 


June, 1959.) 


TAXATION 


Cooperation Withholding The United 
States Treasury Department has announced 
that Utah state income taxes will with- 
held from the paychecks federal employees 
the state for the first time beginning 
July The agreement, two years the 
making, regarded major importance 
the state. 


Two States Discuss Tax Laws The Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island Commissions In- 
terstate Cooperation held joint meeting 
Boston June discuss the impact 
the Massachusetts income tax law Rhode 
Island residents who work Massachusetts. 
The legal basis for the levy, its yield, and 
the relationship between taxation and govern- 
mental services were discussed. The discus- 
Sion noted that the Massachusetts law treats 
residents and nonresidents the same manner 
insofar deductions and exemptions are 


Views Rhode Island residents 
subject the tax were expressed, and the 
two commissions agreed meet jointly again 
explore the subject further. 


concerned. 


Property Taxation Colorado enactment 
1959 authorizes counties and school dis- 
tricts place new buildings, homes and other 
structures the tax rolls soon they 
are purchased occupied, whichever occurs 
first. 

most states, assessments Colo- 
rado have been made once year. The new 
measure follows 1958 State District Court 
ruling which held illegal $125 school 
assessment fee that had been charged yearly 
Arapahoe County home builders since 
1955. The money was help finance expanding 
school programs made necessary new home 
construction that escaped taxation for from 
one twenty months after occupancy. The 
court sympathized with the need for additional 
financial support schools rapidly grow- 
ing urban areas but ruled that the assessment 
was illegal since county governments are 
allowed assess only such fees and taxes 
are authorized the state constitution 
the legislature. 

Under the 1959 law the owner new 
structure subject property taxes for 
the portion the tax year during which the 
property use. the owner does not 
comply with the requirement list his 
it, the assessor directed listand 
assess the structure the basis the 
best information available him. 


STATE ORGANIZATION 


Continuity Government The Office 
Civil and Defense Mobilization reports that 
thirty-one states have adopted all some 
part the continuity government legis- 
lation suggested OCDM and the Committee 
State Officials Suggested State Legis- 
lation, Council State Governments. The 
latest adoptions are reported Delaware, 
Florida and Oklahoma. 


Replacement Chief Fxecutive The 1959 
Oregon legislature, which adjourned May 
passed law providing for replacement 
Governor the event unable dis- 
charge the duties his office. The measure 
permits the person next line the office 
Governor, the Chief Justice the 
State Supreme Court, call conference 
consisting the Chief Justice, the Super- 
intendent the State Hospital and the 
Dean the University Oregon Medical 
School examine the Governor there 
appears reason believe incapacitated 

After the examination, after being 
unable conduct circumstances beyond 
the control the conference, its members 
are directed take secret ballot. 
they find unanimously that the Governor 


ten 
the 
Whe 
dis 
res 
the 
ina 
cal 
the 
ers 
Bi. 
ses 
pr: 
< pe: 
has 
Re; 
fo; 


dents 
the 
again 


tment 
dis- 
other 
they 


Colo- 
new 
Court 
chool 


that 
some 
nittee 
egis- 

The 


ware, 


temporarily unable discharge his duties, 
the next line the office noti- 
fied and, according the law, may become 
Governor until the disability removed. 
Whenever replaced Governor believes his 
disability removed may call for 
examination the conference, which may 
restore him office secret, unanimous 
vote finding that able resume his 
duties. The findings the conference 
the replacement restoration Governor 
are made public. 


PUNCH CARD BALLOT 


The Ohio legislature has enacted meas- 
ure permitting use punch card type 
ballot. The law provides for automatic exam- 
ination and tabulation the punched ballot 
cards central counting station. mark 
the ballots, voters would insert them 
apparatus containing magnifying lens and 
punch for piercing the ballots the vot- 
ers. 


LEGISLATIVE STRUCTURES PROCEDURES 


Bill Introduction Period Changed California 
Assemblyman Allen Miller, chairman the 
lower house rules committee, has reported 
that reduced bill introductions the 1959 
legislative session resulted saving 
between $400,000 and $500,000. There were 
per cent fewer bills during the current 
session than the previous odd year general 
session. Mr. Miller attributed the reduction 
constitutional change, approved the 
voters last year, which extended the time 
for free introduction bills from the first 
the first 120 days the general ses- 
Sion. Chief advantage the new procedure 
was the elimination duplicate and spot 
bills. The smaller number measures, Mr. 
Miller reported, saved estimated $81,000 
printing costs alone. 


Pre-Filing Bills The Oklahoma legis- 
lature has enacted measure permit pre- 
filing legislative bills and resolutions 
prior each session, Legislators will 
permitted file them sixteen days after 
each general statewide election. Pre-filing 
has been adopted, varying degrees, four- 
teen other states. 


Reapportionment Plan The Florida legis- 

ature has approved reapportionment plan 
for submission the voters. would in- 
crease membership from the Senate 
and from 103 the House. The new 
Senate seats would divided equally be- 
tween small, middle-sized and fast growing 
counties. Larger counties would receive the 
House representation. 


Report Economy and Reorganization 
Georgia Commission Economy and 


Reorganization has issued preliminary report 
with findings, legislative proposals, and 
drafts suggested laws. The commission 
was authorized the 1959 legislature. 

The major recommendation the prelim- 
inary report deals with budgeting. urges 
that the Finance Commission, established 
1943 and composed the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Speaker the House and Chairmen 
the Senate and House Appropriations Com- 
mittees, given more active role 
preparation the budget plan. Under the 
proposal six legislative officers, committee 
chairmen and members would added the 
Finance Commission. The report further 
recommended that department heads and chair- 
men and members boards and commissions 
permitted appear before the Finance 
Commission explain support their budget 
estimates. 

appendix the report Governor 
Ernest Vandiver urged annual 
least biennial appropriation bill. Presently 
Georgia permits automatic carryover 
the last budget passed the legislature. 
Under this procedure natural increases 
revenue from certain imposts above the spe- 
cific allocations provided the last 
budget measure enacted can diverted and 
distributed among purposes for which author- 
izations have been voted contingent 
basis. 


SOUTHERN LEGISLATORS MEET 


More than 158 legislators and major state 
administrators representing sixteen southern 
and border states attended the 1959 Southern 
Regional Conference the Council State 
Governments Houston, Texas, June 17-19. 

Atomic energy, education both the 
highly gifted and the mentally retarded, tax 
and fiscal problems, and industrial develop- 
ment and diversification the South received 
major attention. The participants heard re- 
ports, some prepared interstate 
several matters continuing intergovern- 
mental interest: problems the aging; 
defective delinquency; jurisdiction over 
water resources and regional pollution control 
efforts; and marine fisheries. 

Among resolutions adopted, the conference 
urged Congress reaffirm the power states 
all parts the country adopt and en- 
force "appropriation" water use laws. Com- 
mittees the aging and defective delin- 
quency were continued. The conference urged 
each state use its Commission Interstate 
Cooperation coordinating agency re- 
ceive periodic reports from all interstate 
agencies which the state party. The 
commission turn would responsible for 
bringing the compact reports the attention 
the Governor and legislature. 

George Smith II, Speaker the Geor- 
gia House Representatives, was elected 
Chairman the Conference's Advisory Commit- 
tee, and Emmett Asseff, Director the 
Louisiana Legislative Council, was elected 
Vice Chairman. 
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COURT ADMINISTRATORS 


The legislatures Colorado, Illinois 
and New Mexico enacted measures 1959 pro- 
viding for the office Court Administrator. 
Some twenty states, Puerto Rico, the United 
States and several large cities now have 
administrative officers for their courts. 
Duties assigned the offices usually include 
collection judicial statistics, business 
management the courts and functions con- 
nected with the assignment judges. 


ADMINISTRATION COMPACTS 


recent book, The Administration 
Interstate Compacts, Richard Leach and 
Redding Sugg, Jr., describes the operation 
interstate agencies created compact. 
The study deals with thirty compacts according 
the kinds power and responsibility they 
delegate interstate agencies. The compacts 
are classified technical, study and rec- 
ommendatory, and operating. 

The volume, 256 pages, describes the 
constitutional background compacts; rela- 
tions between compact agencies and compacting 
states, and relations between compact agencies 
and the federal government. also deals 
with the powers, personnel, operations and 
some cases the achievements the inter- 
state agencies. 

The book underscores that during the 
past thirty-five years compact agencies have 
enabled the states undertake projects 
beyond the competence single states acting 
alone. Among projects treated are allocation 
and control river systems, improvement 
higher education programs, development 
interstate metropolitan areas, construction 
interstate facilities such bridges and 


mos 


harbors, and regulation resources such 
ocean fisheries. 

The volume available from the Louisi- 
ana State University Press, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, for $4.50. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Appointive Medical Examiners The 1959 Iowa 
and Oregon legislatures abolished the elective 
office county coroner favor qualified 
appointive medical examiners. 

The Iowa law abolishes all the state's 
ninety-nine elective county coroners, effec- 
tive the end 1960. Qualified physicians 
will appointed county supervisors 
perform the function previously filled 
the county coroners. 

Oregon, the measure abolished the 
state's thirty-six coroners, effective Decem- 
ber, 1960, with the exception Multnomah 
County (Portland). The legislation vests 
the function the coroners' office the 
existing county district health officers. 
Supervision and central pathological service 
will provided new Chief Medical Inves- 
tigator the State Board Health. 
will aided rule-making Medical Inves- 
tigation Advisory Committee seven appointed 
the Governor. 


Wisconsin Boat License Decision The Wis- 
consin Supreme Court ruled June that 
city license boats was unconstitutional. 
The case arose over license fee assessed 
the City Madison all boats using 
the lakes bordering the city. The state 
constitution provides that navigable waters 
Shall forever free without any tax, import 
duty. The court held, however, that the 
city could impose regulations the use 
the boats. 
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